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HERAT-Eight months and
almost five million dollars.
221 projects completed or
in-progress. Such is the
legacy of Combined Task
Force Longhorn.

From the youngest to
oldest, from men to women,
the CTF Longhorn reached
outand touched every walk
of life in western Afghani-
stan.

“We have completed
projects that range from
building 10 new schools to
air dropping humanitarian
assistance supplies and al-
most everything in between,”
said Maj. Rick Johnson,
Regional Command West
civil affairs officer.

CTF Longhorn took
over for Task Force Saber
in Oct. 2004, and has led
the way ever since in pro-
viding civic assistance and
provisions to the Afghan

Marines honor
fallen comrades
Page 8

Maj. Rich Johnson, RC West civil affairs officer, shows an Afghan man a picture of himself
that was taken during a prior visit to the village of Chulan Gah, outside of Herat City.

people.

Projects started during
TF Saber’s era were com-
pleted by Longhorn, which
includes four new schools in
the Shindand district of the
Farah province.

“Building schools has
the largest and longest im-
pact,” said Johnson. “They

can’t be destroyed or mis-
used as easily as vehicles.
The entire community gets
excited. The Afghans are
very serious about educa-
tion.”

The regional Provincial
Reconstruction Teams
based in Herat and Farah
along with a Civil Affairs

Team-A from Task Force
Peacekeeper encompasses
the four western provinces
of Heart, Ghor, Farah and
Badghis, roughly the size of
Oregon.

In the Farah province,
the PRT handed out school
supplies including curtains,
dictionaries and chalk
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boards to 36 schools and
gave 1,250 pounds of rice
and 154 generators among
other things to various vil-
lages inthe area. They also
repaired broken police mo-
torcycles and provided an
additional 65 to the police
forces and government.
They also constructed the
first TV and radio station for
the Farah region.

Inthe Shindand district
of Farah, the CAT-A com-
pleted 20 wells and the con-
struction of three primary
schools is still under way.
The Badghis province was
not left untouched. The edu-
cational department received
100 school tents and the
Qala-E Naw hospital was
given sheets, blankets,
gowns and other hospital
supplies.

Longhorn has done a
lot to help the Afghan
people. However, the
projects are just the end re-

See HERAT Page 4

A shotinthefoot doesn’t keep one from reenlisting

Story and photo by Pfc.
Jon H. Arguello

TF Bayonet

Public Affairs

KANDAHAR AIR-
FIELD-A Paratrooper from
the 173rd Combat Support
Company reenlisted Thurs-
day as he lay in bed with a
bullet hole in his left foot.

The combat engineer
attached to Task Force
Rock was shot in the foot
during a patrol with Battle
Company, 2nd Battalion,
503rd Infantry (Airborne).

“We were on a patrol
when we heard gun fire,”
said recently promoted Spc.

Aaron Pace, from
Bentonville, Ark. “I dove
behind a rock and that’s
when the bullet hit me.”

Even abullet couldn’t
deter Pace from reenlisting.

“I already had my
mind made up,” he said. “I
love being a combat engi-
neer.”

Pace is exactly the
type of Soldier the Army
needs to keep, said 173rd
CSC First Sgt. Lauro
Obeada.

“He’s everything a
combat engineer needs to
be,” Obeada said. “He’s
tough, determined and
smart. Nothing makes me

happier than knowing he’s
decided to stay in our com-
pany.”

Pace said the bullet
didn’taffect hisdecisionatall.

“I love the job,” ex-
plained Pace. “Getting shot
atis part of the job but I still
loveit. It’sfun.”

Pace was the only ca-
sualty on the patrol and was
treated quickly he said.

“They were telling me
‘you’re gonna be okay’ and
I said, ‘I know, it’s my foot,”
Pace said. “To be honest it
felt like a paint ball hitting my
foot. I’m not saying | ever
want to get shot again, but it
didn’t hurt as much as |

Capt. Jonny Karpuk reenlists combat engineer Spc. Aaron
Pace in Kandahar. Pace received a bullet wound to his left
foot while on patrol with Battle Company, 2" Battalion, 503
Infantry Regiment (Airborne).

thought itwould.”

“Itreally brings ithome
that we’re at war,” said
Obeada. “It makes it that

much more meaningful that he
reenlisted. We need more
Soldiers like Pace in the
Amy.”
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By Canadian Lt. Col. Paul Philcox
ISAF Land Liaison Officer to CJTF-76

Bagram, a small village about 50 km north of Kabul,
once the headquarters of Alexander the Great, is surrounded
by the permanently snowcapped 4,000-meter high mountains
of the Hindu Kush. Bagram Airfield is the major U.S. base in
Afghanistan. It has more air traffic than all U.S. bases in Eu-
rope combined and houses approximately 10,000 Soldiers,
Airmen, Marines and Coalition forces.

It has been three months since | left family and friends in
Vancouver, Canada, for this mission in Afghanistan. My name
is Paul Philcox and | am a Canadian Warrior.

I volunteered for this six-month deployment with the
NATO International Security Assistance Force and was as-
signed here as the Liaison Officer to the U.S. Coalition Forces
Headquarters (CJTF-76).

I am the senior of only three Canadians working in this
sea of Americans. Yes, these are the Americans with the big
U.S. flags on their shoulders, the big American guns, but also
the ones with big American hearts. These are the ones some
Canadians love to hate. They are here fighting, working and
dying to stop terrorists and to help Afghans restore their coun-
try.

Of course, itisnotall war here. There are three hospitals
inBagram, U.S., Egyptian and Korean and last year they cared
for over 50,000 local patients. It was Bagram’s air support
that assisted in the recovery operations of the KAM Air crash
last February. U.S. and ISAF personnel came to the assis-
tance of the hundreds of stranded people and vehicles at the
Salang Tunnel last winter and it was U.S. aircraft that dropped
humanitarian assistance and rescued Afghans affected by the
spring flooding.

Thereisno doubt in my mindthat itis in our best interests
to be here. But before we can start the rebuilding, we must
ensure the Afghans have security. To achieve that, it involves
forcibly engaging the Taliban, al Qaeda and criminal elements
and then following up with meaningful reconstruction, rehabili-
tation and self-sustainment projects. The Afghans are aresil-
ient, industrious and intelligent people who, given the opportu-
nity will make their country viable again.

So heream I, one Canadian, one British Columbian and
one Vancouverite; with asmall Canadian flag on my shoulder,
sharing the load and doing my small part along with the many
other Canadians here.

Soforall the “doubting Thomases™ and “politically cor-
rect self-righteous protesters,” don’t worry yourselves, you
can sleep well tonight. Your rights and freedom are secure.
Because unheralded, quietly and humbly there are thousands
of other Canadian Warriors like me out there and we will
stand on guard for thee.

One last word; we are working very hard here to make
this fall’s Afghan National Elections a success. To all of you,
Vancouverites in particular, you have two, possibly three elec-
tions coming up, so don’t waste what so many have paid for
with their blood. You have your Freedom —so do what 90%
of world can’tdo, VOTE!

(Editors Note: Lt. Col. Philcox originally wrote this edi-
torial for his hometown newspaper in VVancouver, Canada.)

Chaplain’s Corner

By Maj. (general populace) were through osmosis or
George asked, “How oftendoyou  some other unknown
Johnson experience stress in your way how to make the
Jr. daily life?” best of any situation.
The answers: Fre- Making the best of any

CJTF-76 Base
Operations Chaplain

must take the lemons
that life places before us
and make lemonade.”
Nowhere in our society,

stressful situations you
will find among service

Justa couple of “YES!I”
years ago, USA Today
published asurvey in

which respondents

quently —42 percent;
Sometimes — 38 percent;
Rarely — 18 percent;
Never — 2 percent.

Often we have Not being a math When we know
heard or perhaps have scholar, itlooksasthough  thatwe have been well
said it ourselves, “we ninety-eight percentofthe  prepared and are

people that took the survey
had to cope with various
degrees of stress.

Without a doubt,

from my experiences, troops onadaily basisare  encompasses our every

can we find more confronted with various endeavor.

lemonade makers than degrees of stress, too. But Whenwe are

in the Armed Forces. when soldiering places faithful to our God, our
Under the most before us lemons we make  Nation, our familiesand

lemonade, lemon pie,
lemon ice cream and lemon

members a convincing tea. of every service member
majority of men and So the question that brings out our best.
womenwho innately can  becomes, “Can our stress,  Because we see the “big
find true joy and happi-  our lemons, result in joy picture,” that each troop’s
ness inthe mostremote  and happiness?” The fruitfulness brings lasting
places. answer is an emphatic, resultstoaworld in

Itis an unwritten
creed that good service
members internalize

situation is what fo-
cused, faithful and
fruitful professional
Soldiers do for aliving.

focused on our mission
regardless of the stress
level, there isadivine

joy and happiness that

to each other there isa
spiritual presence inside

search of justice and
peace for all, we are
willing to “make the best
of any situation.”

To thine own self be true

By Master Sgt. Geoffrey Carter

The U.S. economy is looking stronger ev-
ery day and that economic growth is creating a
significantnumber of jols, aswitnessed inthe third
quarter of 2004, and should continue through
2005 (Herman Trend Allert, Sept.17, 2004).

This trend will stimulate American em-
ployeeswho are dissatisfied with their jobs into
looking for new positions. This trend will also
causea larger number of U.S. governmentem-
ployees to reconsider moving on to a more
rewarding job.

Thistrend is not just inthe private or gov-
ernment sector butalso invarious military com-
ponents. Officers and enlisted personnel may
be looking for a new military branch or mili-
tary occupational specialty or they may be
looking toward an end of tour stationing.

Recent studies suggest that up to 40 per-
cent of today’s work force have already
checked-out by investing more of their atten-
tion to new job opportunities, rather than to
performance in their current positions. These
employees, who have psychologically resigned,
but still report for work every day, are known
as *“‘warm chair attrition.” Asubstantial number
of them are expected to leave their jobs as
soon as the economy improves.

We’ve all heard about a ““short-timers”
attitude. I can guarantee you that each of them
have a perfectly good excuse why their em-
ployers, or in our case, the leaders or govern-
ment “owes them.” That helps them justify why

they don’t give 100 percent at work any more.
What Germans call this syndrome is poor
arbitesmorale (worker’s morale). Americans
call itwork ethic.

Everybody knows several really good
people that have been handed a “raw deal”
and sothey inturn have lost their focus at work.
But who does this harm? Their boss? Their
office comrades? Or themselves? | putto you
that the one harmed the most is the person
who has lost their personal work ethic. Re-
member what Shakespeare said: “To thine own
selfbetrue.”

Everyone is the captain of their own des-
tiny. Everyone holding a position or job chose
to accept the job. No one tricked them. On
the contrary they probably tricked their em-
ployers into believing they were the best per-
son for that position.

So from a management or leaders point
of view, how do you fix the “warm chair attri-
tion” problem? You can take the easy route
and just wait for these dissatisfied employees
to leave for greener pastures. Or you can be-
come an employer who cares about putting
the right people in the right jobs by appreciat-
ing employees as individuals, improving your
communication with them, and showing them
that you are genuinely interested in their pro-
fessional development.

I guarantee you that the second choice
is the harder one, but it’s the choice that al-
lows leaders and management to build astrong
team that is true to itself.
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18 holes in Afghanistan

Are minefields hazards?

Story by Paul Haven
Associated Press

KABUL (AP) - | am not a
golfer, but that didn’t stop me from
having amemorable day at the Kabul
Golf Club. You see, the Kabul Golf
Club is not much of a course.

Its fairways only recently have
been cleared of land mines, its
greens are made of dirt for lack of
grass, and two busy roads run
through it, filled with horn-tooting
young Afghans returning from day
trips out of the capital.

Despite these shortcomings,
nobody can accuse the club of false
advertising when it boasts on the
score sheet handed out to players
that it is without doubt the “best, and
only” course of its kind in Afghani-
stan.

The message seems to be
catching on.

Since it opened last year, the
club has picked up about 60 regular
customers, most of them foreigners,
said course manager Muhammad
Afzal Abdul.

A round on the nine-hole
course costs $15, with an extra $5
charge for mandatory caddie ser-
vice.

That’s a lot in a country where
most people get by on a few dollars
a day. But for many expatriates, it’s
a small price to pay for a round of
golf on one of the most unlikely
courses in the world.

Even for aterrible golfer like
myself, itwas athrill to tee off in the
shadow of the snowcapped Hindu
Kush mountains, ina country where
most of my job involves reporting

on the aftermath of war.

Teeing off with a group of col-
leagues, my first shot kicked off to
the right, landing in a foot-deep mud
hole about 30 yards from the tee.

“No problem,” said my cad-
die, Mohammed Karim, picking the
ball up and putting it on a fresh tee.
As | would soon learn, club rules
allow golfers to tee their ball up af-
ter nearly every shot, since nearly
every ball finds its way into a rocky
crag, a deep muddy hole or an im-
possibly steep mound of dirt.

Putting isn’t much easier. The
black sand on the putting greens
quickly is spoiled by the footprints
of other golfers, and it is exceed-
ingly hard to get a read on how the
ball will roll. It’sabit like golfing ina
children’s sandbox.

| took a quintuple-bogey nine
on the 371-yard first hole, and an
eighton hole No. 2. After that | lost
count, and just had fun.

Even if the course is rough by
Western standards, its condition still
represents a stunning reversal of for-
tune.

The club was all but aban-
doned after the Soviets invaded Af-
ghanistan in 1979, when most West-
ern embassies evacuated their staff.
During the civil war of the 1990s,
warlords lobbed mortars and rock-
ets across the fairways, destroying
the clubhouse.

When the hard-line Taliban
militia came to power in 1998, it
declared golf un-1slamic and shut-
tered the course, or what was left of
it.

Club employees suffered even
more.

“The Taliban came to my home

one night and took me away,” said
Abdul, the club pro and
Afghanistan’s former golf champion.
“They brought me to the intelligence
service building and beat me every
night with cables. They told me golf
was a sin and accused me of being
at the service of foreigners.”

Abdul said that when he got
out he found that his infant son had
died because his wife was so mal-
nourished she couldn’t produce
enough breast milk to feed him.

Like millions of his countrymen,
Abdul fled to Pakistan, getting a job
as ataxi driver in the northwestern
frontier city of Peshawar.

When he heard that the club
was to reopen, he came back home.
He says he sees the future of both
the course, and his country, as bright.

“l am very happy now,” he
said as we walked serenely through
the dried-up bed of what was once
the club’s only water hazard. “We
have peace and security in Afghani-
stan now, and | have been reunited
with my golf. It had been way too
long since I picked up aclub.”

SGLI
benefits
expanded

Story by Donna Miles
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON - Defense
and Veterans Affairs officials are
ironing out details of programs that
will expand benefits provided
through Servicemembers’ Group
Life Insurance.

The $82 billion supplemental
legislation signed into law by Presi-
dent Bush May 11 increases maxi-
mum SGLI coverage to $400,000
and provides payouts of up to
$100,000 for servicemembers with
traumatic injuries, explained Stephen
Wurtz, the VA's deputy assistant di-
rector for insurance.

The increased SGLI coverage
will take effect Sept. 1, and the so-
called “traumatic SGLI” benefit,
December 1. Wurtz said the legisla-
tion directs that both benefits will be
retroactive to Oct. 7, 2001.

Traumatic SGLI benefitswill be
retroactive for troops who have lost
limbs, eyesight or speech or received
other traumatic injuries as a direct
results of injuries received during
Operation Iraqi Freedom or Opera-
tion Enduring Freedom. The benefit
does not apply to servicemembers
suffering from disease.

The retroactive coverage in-
crease is payable as a result of
deaths in either operation, or under
other conditions prescribed by the
secretary of defense, Wurtz said.

Servicemembersenrolled inthe
SGLI program will notice an in-
crease in their premiums when the

See SGLI Page 4
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Photo from the Field

Take pictures \

CJTF-76
Commander

Maj. Gen. Jason Kamiya

CJTF-76
Public Affairs Officer

Lt. Col. Jerry O’Hara
Editor
Sgt. Adrian Schulte

The Patriot is an unofficial publication au-
thorized and provided by AR 360-1. All edito-
rial content of The Patriot is prepared, edited,
provided and approved by the CJTF-76 Public
Affairs Office, Bagram Airfield. DSN 318-231-
4356.

Email: schultea@cijtf76.centcom.mil

The Patriot is published on the 1st and 15th
of every month by the CITF-76 Public Affairs
Office.

Editorial publication is an authorized sec-
tion for members of Coalition forces serving in
Afghanistan. Contents of The Patriot are not
necessarily the official views of, or endorsed
by, the U.S. government, Department of De-
fense, Department of the Army or Combined
Joint Task Force-76.

The editor reserves the right to edit all sub-
missions for style, brevity and clarity.

within your units. Look
for unigue shots that
show your unit’'s mission
and E-mail them to:
cjtf76.pao.photos@
cjtf76.centcom.mil
Include Name, Rank,
Unit, Job Description and
hometown of
photographer. Also,
provide in the caption -
the date, location, unit
mission and identify any
troops.

A CH-47 Chinook helicopter sling loads another C
Capt. John Glenn, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, CJTF-76)
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hinook at Bagram Airfield. (Photo by
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The President’s Memorial
Day Proclamation

On Memorial Day, we honor
the men and women in uniform
who have given their lives in ser-
vice to our Nation. When the
stakes were highest, our Soldiers,
Sailors, Airmen, Marines, and
Coast Guardsmen answered the
call of duty and made the ultimate
sacrifice for the security of our
country and the peace of the
world.

Throughout our Nation’s his-
tory, members of the Armed
Forces have taken great risks to
keep America strong and free.
These proud patriots have de-
fended the innocent, freed the op-
pressed, and helped spread the
promise of liberty to all corners
of the earth. In serving our Nation,
they have been unrelenting in
battle, unwavering in loyalty, and
unmatched in decency. Because of
their selfless courage, millions of
people who once lived under tyr-
anny now are free, and America
IS more secure.

On Memorial Day, we re-

member that this history of great
achievement has been accompa-
nied by great sacrifice. To secure
our freedom, many heroic service
members have given their lives.
This year we mark the 60th anni-
versary of the end of World War
I, and we remember the Ameri-
cans who died on distant shores
defending our Nation in that war.
On Memorial Day and all year
long, we pray for the families of
the fallen and show our respect for
the contributions these men and
women have made to the story of
freedom. Our grateful Nation hon-
ors their selfless service, and we
acknowledge a debt that is beyond
our power to repay.

In respect for their devotion
to America, the Congress, by a
joint resolution approved on May
11, 1950, as amended (64 Stat.
158), has requested the President
to issue a proclamation calling on
the people of the United States to
observe each Memorial Day as a
day of prayer for permanent peace

and designating a period on that
day when the people of the United
States might unite in prayer. The
Congress, by Public Law 106 579,
has also designated the minute be-
ginning at 3:00 p.m. local time on
that day as a time for all Ameri-
cans to observe the National Mo-
ment of Remembrance.

NOW, THEREFORE, I,
GEORGE W. BUSH, President of
the United States of America, do
hereby proclaim Memorial Day,
May 30, 2005, as a day of prayer
for permanent peace, and | desig-
nate the hour beginning in each
locality at 11:00 a.m. of that day
as a time to unite in prayer. | also
ask all Americans to observe the
National Moment of Remem-
brance beginning at 3:00 p.m. lo-
cal time on Memorial Day. | urge
the media to participate in these
observances.

First Sgt. Tracy Ross, first
sergeant headquarters and
headquarters company,
12th Aviation Brigade (Task
Force Giriffin) sings a hym
during a Memorial Day
service on Bagram Airfield
Monday. (Photo by Sgt.
Adrian Schulte, CJTF-76
Public Affairs)

I also request the Gover-
nors of the United States and the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
and the appropriate officials of
all units of government, to di-
rect that the flag be flown at half
staff until noon on this Memo-
rial Day on all buildings,
grounds, and naval vessels
throughout the United States,
and in all areas under its juris-
diction and control. | also re-
quest the people of the United
States to display the flag at half-
staff from their homes for the
customary forenoon period.

INWITNESS WHEREOF,
I have hereunto set my hand this
twentieth day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand five,
and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two
hundred and twenty ninth.

GEORGEW. BUSH

Herat PRT leaves mission to Italians

HERAT from Page 1

sult. The projects also offer jobs for the Af-
ghans; provide skills, experience and profes-
sions to last a lifetime. They are opportuni-
ties for the Afghans to apply new skills and
use them to start projects of their own. The
projects also stimulate the economy and
growth as the materials used are purchased

from local vendors.

Longhorn handed responsibility of west-
ern Afghanistan over to the International Se-
curity Assistance Forces during a Transfer of

Authority ceremony May 31.

As the Transfer of Authority drew near,
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Afghan elders of Sapeed Bar talk with Combined

Task Force Longhorn civil affairs personnel
about a broken well outside Herat City May 14.
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New SGLI benefits to take effect

SGLI from Page 3

increases take effect. The traumatic
SGLI benefit will be rolled into the
basic SGLI program and will likely
cost about $1 a month, Wurtz said.

Troops opting for maximum
SGLI coverage — $400,000 vs. the
current $250,000 - will see their
monthly premiums increase from
$16.25 to $26, Wurtz said. This is
based on the rate of 6.5 cents per
$1,000 of insurance coverage.

SGLI coverage is currently
available in $10,000 increments, but
as of Sept. 1, the increments will in-
crease to $50,000.

Because the rates have not

changed, servicemembers who re-
tain $250,000 or less coverage will
see no increase in their premiums,
Waurtz said, except for the $1 “trau-
matic SGLI” premium.

While these expanded benefits
will be provided retroactively, af-
fected servicemembers won’t be
charged retroactive payments, he
said. DoD will absorb that cost.

In a new twist introduced
through the supplemental legislation,
troops with dependents must get
their spouse’s approval to purchase
less than the full amount of SGLI cov-
erage. In the case of members who
are not married, notice will be pro-
vided to the designated beneficiary

when the member purchases less
than the maximum coverage.

The new traumatic SGLI ben-
efitis designed to provide “a quick
infusion of cash” for cash-strapped
families of troops recuperating from
traumatic injuries received inthe line
of duty, Wurtz said.

Compensation will range from
$25,000 to $100,000, and is de-
signed to help families of severely
wounded troops leave their homes
and jobs to be with their loved one
during recovery. “These families in-
cur a lot of expenses, and this is de-
signed to help them financially,”
Waurtz said.

While VA staff members con-

the civil affairs officers in Herat worked
closely with the Italian PRT and ISAF forces,
ensuring they were familiar with the area, the
processes of getting approval for projects, and
introducing them to the Afghan people they will
work hand-in-hand with to finish the projects.
Italy took over the responsibility of the Herat
PRT from the U.S. at the end of March and has
already initiated some of its own projects.

For the Soldiers of Longhorn, the mis-
sion is over, but the impact of Longhorn’s pres-
ence will remain. It will remain in the schools,
hospitals, wells and therefore, in the lives of
the people of western Afghanistan.

sult with DoD to write regulations
that will put the new SGLI benefits
into effect, Wurtz said, “lots and lots
of details have to be worked out.”

Among outstanding issues is
the fact that the expanded SGLI
coverage is part of the supplemen-
tal legislation package that funds
operations only through Sept. 30.
That’s 30 days after the new SGLI
limit takes effect and two months
before the traumatic SGLI benefit
begins.

Wurtz said VA is confident
Congress will resolve this issue be-
fore there’s any lapse in coverage.

VA will continue to oversee
and control the SGLI program.
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Vehicular
accldents
threaten

lives and
MISSIoNns

Story and photo by Sgt. Adrian
Schulte
CJTF-76 Public Affairs

Operating a vehicle in Af-
ghanistan can challenge even the
most experienced of drivers. On
top of staylng aware of the dan-

fic acmdents Two of those aCCI-
dents resulted in the death ofA
ghans.
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Avehicle that was involved in a roll-over accident May 6 near Bagram Airfield.

take away the successes the Coa-
lition has attained.

The causes of accidents
ranged from speeding to squeez-
ing through tight areas in traffic.

“Most of these accidents are

ers tr to get from
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people drive in [Afghanistan], they
think it is a kind of a free-for-all,”
said Capt. Luke Coffey, Task
Force Guardian battle captain.
“There are not that manyefifokced
traffic standards ¢ you
have to use common seASEs
Recently, a non-tactical Ve
ras involved ingﬁ ciden

Eir last mission before.head-
srf
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dents can be avoided if the vehicle
commanders in the passenger
seats simply do their job, said
Lamb. Also, using communication
devices between vehicles will
help limit the number of mishaps.
“l think these can be pre-
vented if the team leader or the
NCO in the right seat would tell
the driver to slow down and actu-
Ily do what they are supposed to
p as a vehicle commander,”
amb said.
Just staying aware of the sur-

ed roundings is another way to reduce
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28 per month)

following:
Damage over $1,000
Injury or fatality

criteria below:

No injury or fatality

Damage less than $1,000

CJOA Traffic Accident Facts
August 2004 — May 2005

Total number of traffic accidents — 249 (Average of

Total number of major traffic accidents — 73
(Average of 8 per month)

Total number of minor traffic accidents — 176
(Average of 20 per month)

Total number of injuries from traffic accidents — 16
Total number of fatalities from traffic accidents — 2

A major traffic accident has to have at least one of the

Involve a military vehicle

A minor traffic accident has to have all three of the

Involve a non-military vehicle

hurry to get Where they a
going. A
e to tell
__the driver {0 Slow down

ar

American’s hand ang et

- Wm

these accCi-. . .-

iden .h‘ﬂ‘i

d ol
of the voysfthat _sive driver will

ou_ around Afghanistan

nishaps while driving, Coffey said.
“Those of us who are sta-
now all about the
and pushy driv-
offey said. “It’s
e driving through
ave to add carts
everything else

(,4 wledge of

ing a defen-
elp.”

Also , While on the bases
ground:

~ where you are a

are safe i clue

-.n J“..,!
0p. 4P 4

' $

T . 4
o, i & >

r -

. 1 iy s #

gl i L .
se overall *qnmmoz



A Combined Joint Task Force-76 Publication /June 1, 2005

Reglonal Command East / Task Force Thunder

Pfc. Josh Burnett, a “Number 3 Man” for Battery C, 3rd Battalion, 319th Airborne Field Artillery
Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division loads a round into a 155 mm Medium Towed M198 Howitzer, May

13, at Forward Operating Base Salerno.

displacement.

Sgt. Damien M. Mattocks, a gunner, adjusts a
155 mm Medium Towed M198 Howitzer for

King of Battle keeps Salerno rocking

Story and photos by
Spc. LauraE. Griffin
CTF Thunder

Public Affairs

FORWARD OPERAT-
ING BASE SALERNO-
Most people have never
feltanything like itin their
life. Forasplit second,
you can’t breathe. You
can’tsee. You mighteven
fall over... and thatisn’t
even the strongest charge.

The power of the 155
mm M198 Howitzer is awe-
some in every sense of the
word. It isthat power that
makes Battery C, 3rd Bat-
talion, 319th Airborne Field
Acrtillery Regiment, 82nd
Airborne Division “The
King of Battle” at Forward
Operating Base Salerno, Af-
ghanistan.

“Theartillery is called
‘The King of Battle’ be-
cause the infantry merely
occupies the land, but ar-
tillery preps that land be-
fore the infantry arrives so
they have less resistance
when they’re there,” said
Sgt. 1st Class William A.
Covey, a platoon sergeant
in Battery C. “It’s hard for
the infantry to function in
their job without the artil-
lery. Just like the mortars,
we’re another asset the
maneuver commanders
use, and when used wisely,
we’re very effective.”

Putting the
Howitzer’s power to use
starts with a call from the
forward observers in the
field.

“The forward observ-

A 155 mm Medium Towed M198 Howitzer belonging to Battery C, 3rd Battalion, 319th
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Airborne Field Artillery Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division, sends a round downrange at
Forward Operating Base Salerno.

ers call in on the radio; they
tell us where they want us to
shoot,” said Sgt. Lawrence
F. Scheck, a field artillery
tactical data systems special-
ist in Battery C. “Basically
we put that information into
our advanced field artillery
tactical data system com-
puter, along with what kind
of rounds we’re shooting,
where we’re shooting,
who’s shooting and who’s
calling itin, it computes that
data and gives us actual fir-
ing data to send down to the
guns.”

They call the forward
observers when they fire and
the observers give them feed-
back to adjust fire.

Adjusting fire is done
with just one gun, said
Scheck. While adjusting
that gun, the other guns fol-
low along on the radio so

they know what’s going on
and where to shoot when
the call comes to “fire for
effect” —when all the guns
shoot at the same time.

Getting those tubes
on target and sending
rounds downrange takes
the carefully orchestrated
teamwork of at least seven
people.

The “Number 1 Man”
loads the round and propel-
lant, primes the weapon and
pullsthe lanyard. The “Num-
ber 2 Man” lifts the loading
tray with the round on it,
carries the empty tray back
and puts the next round on
the tray.

The “Number 3 Man”
helps load the round and
takes the extra powder in-
crements to the rear. The
ammunition team chief main-
tains accountability of the

ammunition, prepares the
ammunition for firing and
cuts the powder into the re-
quired increments.

The assistant gunner
adjusts the elevation of the
Howitzer tube. The Gunner
adjusts the tube left or right.
Finally, the section chief
verifies the fuse, round,
charge being shot, gunner’s
data and gives the command
to fire.

The distance the round
travels depends on the size
of the charge that is loaded
behind the round. The
charges range in size from
the Charge 8 Super to the
Charge 5.

“The Charge 8 Super
fires the greatest distance,”
said Spc. Richard A.
Stephens, the ammunition
team chief on Battery C’s
gun number four.

“I like firing,” said
Spc. James H. Reeves, the
“Number 1 Man” on Bat-
tery C’s gun number four,
adding that he particularly
likes firing the Charge 8 Su-
per.

“It’s probably the
most exciting thing I’ve
done here because of the
power of the charge and
the limits it puts the gun
through because it actually
makes the breach, the clo-
sure that | load the round
in, touch the ground and it
shows you what the max
power of that gun can do,”
said Reeves.

Spc. Paul M.
Crandall, the “Number 2
Man” on gun number four,
is also impressed by the
Charge 8 Super.

“If you’re looking di-
rectly at the cannon when it
fires the Charge 8 Super,
your eyes will have ared out
for half a second,” said
Crandall. “It’s from the
shockwave from the cannon;
you can actually feel it hit
your body.”

When the mission is
over, the guns quiet and the
earth stops shaking.

“That’s the life of the
field artillery. We are
ready and waiting for the
bad guys to pop up, and
then we put them down,”
said Covey. “We don’t
always get a real clear
battle damage assess-
ment, but we know when
the bosses come down
here and say, ‘Hey, good
shooting,” that’s all we
need.”
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Master Sgt. Joseph Issertell, Combined Joint Task Force 76 joint visitors bureau, hands out bags to young Afghan children during a humanitarian mission
to an all-girl school and ophanage in Charikar village near Bagram Airfield, May 9.

Headquarters adopts new challenges

Story and photos by
Sgt. Adrian Schulte
CJTF-76 Public Affairs

BAGRAM AIRFIELD—One of the
easiest and most effective ways U.S.
Soldiers can win the trust and con-
fidence of Afghans is through the
children. Troops from Headquarters
and Headquarters Company, Com-
bined Joint Task Force-76, got a
chance to win the hearts and minds
of young Afghans May 9 during a
trip to an orphanage and all-girl
school.

The troops, most of whom are
based out of the Southern European
Task Force on Caserma Ederle in
Vicenza, Italy, visited the side-by-
side installations in Charikar, a vil-
lage near Bagram Airfield. While
there they handed out school sup-
plies, toys and clothing to the kids.

The HHC Soldiers adopted the
two installations taking donations
from various individuals, groups
and organizations from their home
stations and the States. The school
and orphanage were adopted by the
previous HHC troops that the troops
relieved in March. The last time they
visited, however, was November.

“So we decided to head out
there and check it out,” said 1% Lt.
Tim Benedict, executive officer
Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, Combined Joint Task
Force-76, who helped orchestrate
the event. “(We) went out two
weeks ago to find out what they
needed, how many kids they have
and to see what we could do for
them.”

Chief Warrant Officer Janet Martin, CJTF-76 property book officer, recieves
a flower from a young Afghan orphan during a humanitarian trip.

Benedict also linked up with
base operations on Bagram to get a
bigger picture of what schools and
orphanages in the area needed help
the most.

“These were two that were in
need while we are here,” Benedict
said. “Possibly we can pick up more
down the road.”

Along with civic assistance,
the headquarter Soldiers also hope
to help the school officials patch up
some of the damaged areas of the
building. Benedict said he also
hopes to bring a medical mission
out to the school and orphanage al-
lowing the kids to receive some
health care.

The Soldiers will visit the
school and orphanage an average of
twice amonth, Benedict said. Some-
times with just the core members of
the headquarters platoon, other
times with other Soldiers from the
headquarters.

Many Soldiers working in the

joint operations center on Bagram,
rarely get to venture beyond the wire
to see the effects of their work in
the headquarters. These trips by the
headquarters company allow those
Soldiers to interact with locals and
take part in a mission.

“The reason | open itup to ev-
eryone in HHC is because people
who might just be sitting at a desk
the whole time and never get to get
out and see Afghanistan, see what
we are doing to help these people,”
Benedict said. “I want to give them
a chance to come along and feel like
they are contributing.”

The chance to interact with
Afghans, especially young ones, is
not lost on the headquarters Sol-
diers.

“I liked the way the kids were
excited to see us and what we were
able to do for them, the little we get
todo,” said Spc. Nadia Avila, atac-
tical communications specialist who
works out of the joint operations

center. “The most rewarding thing
is the look on their faces and the
things they ask. You realize how
much you take advantage of.”

When the Soldiers are re-
placed next year, they hope their ef-
fect will have been felt and their
works continue.

“Before we leave | hope to
pass off support to our relief and
have a good transfer of support,”
said Master Sgt. Joseph Issertell,
who works in CJTF-76 joint
visitor’s bureau who also helped
put together the mission. “Continu-
ity is very important. This type of
support takes commitment to work.

“I found that the hardest part
of helping is staying committed and
motivating people for the long haul.
Problems with the school and the
orphanage stem from years of ne-
glectand miss management. Throw-
ing supplies at the problem isa short
term fix. Without addressing the
management and supply issues you
only make a dependent system.”

Benedict hopes to give some
of these kids an opportunity they
may have not had before.

“Just that whenever they have
something new, it’s something they
didn’t have before,” Benedict said.
“Obviously we want to make their
lives better but that is going to take
years. Butanytime we see their faces
lighten up because they got a new
toy or anytime there is a positive
impression from and American or
the foreign community in general,
anything that we can do to make a
lasting impression in these kids, it’s
all worth the effort.”
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I\/Iarlnes honor fallen brothers

A Marine from Company K, 3rd
Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment
pays his respects May 13 at
Forward Operating Base Mehtar
Lam, during a memorial service.

Story and photos by
Cpl. Rich Mattingly

3" Battalion, 3 Marine
Regiment

FORWARD OPERATING BASE
MEHTAR LAM-- The squad and
platoon-mates of two Marines killed
in a bloody clash with insurgents
May 8 gathered throughout the fol-
lowing week to reflect on memories
of their fallen brothers.

Sitting in a tent where just a
week prior they had prepared for
their latest mission with Cpl. Rich-
ard Schoener and Lance Cpl.
Nicholas Kirven, the mood among
the squad-mates was somber, the
sounds of battle still ringing in their
ears.

From the rafters hung the
American flag they had all signed,
two signatures slightly more notice-
able than the rest as afternoon light
filtered through the fabric. There was
alingering sense that the tent should
have been filled with laughter and
talk of what the Marines planned to
do when they returned home next
month.

However close to the surface
their feelings of loss and grief were,
the Marines of Kilo Company, 3rd
Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment only
spoke of the positive light they say
their friends “Nick and Ricky”
brought to everything they did.

As they took turns telling sto-
ries and sharing memories, they said
they will remember the two Marines
as friends, heroes and as Sgt.
Charles Bennett, Kilo Co. squad
leader recalled with emotion, “The
two finest young Marines | have ever
seen.”

“They were happy go-lucky
guys,” said Cpl. Jason Valencia, rifle
team leader with 2nd Platoon, Kilo
Co. “They were both the kind of
Marines who were serious enough
to always do their job or give you
the shirt off their back, but never ones

to take any situation too seriously
or let you be down.”

The other Marines agreed, ev-
ery man sharing stories of Kirvenand
Schoener’s incredible ability to
make the best out of any situation,
their irrepressible spirits and their
love of their families.

“We were in this place called
Paitak,” said Lance Cpl. Nick
Collier, rifleman and close friend of
Kirven, “and it must have been
twenty below and we were miser-
able. Nick came up to me and
started taking stupid pictures of us
justto relieve the misery. By the time
we were done, I’d forgotten just
how bad of a time it was. That’s the
kind of guy he was.”

Kirven was well known for
being a practical joker, and for his
flashy style of dress and concern for
his looks. Squad members jokingly
called him “Paris” and teased him
for the time he spent fixing his hair.
But he was also known to his Ma-
rines and his superiors alike as a
strong leader and a proficient in-
structor in his specialties as a Ma-
rine Corps Water Survival Instruc-
tor, normally a staff noncommis-
sioned officer billet, and as an as-
sault climber.

“He was a great teacher,” re
called Staff Sgt. James Horvath,
Kilo Co., second platoon sergeant.
“He taught me how to be a better
swimmer at 3/3 in about ten min-
utes. He had that maturity to handle
and instruct all levels of Marines and
all levels of abilities.”

“We also had him as a team
leader,” continued Horvath, “usually
anoncommissioned officer’s billet,
but in our line of work you have to
put the right man in there to do the
job and he was the right man.”

“He was one of the original
‘Kilo guys,’” said 1st Sgt. Vincent
Santiago, Kilo Co. first sergeant,
referring to Kirven’s two-deploy-
ment tenure with the company. “He
was always joyful, always had a
smile for everyone. | remember sit-
ting down with him for lunchand dis-
cussing his future. He told me that
he was considering staying with Kilo
for another deployment, helping to
mentor the younger Marines. When
a Marine makes statements like that,
you know he really cares about those
around him.”

Cpl. Schoener, or “Ricky” to
his friends, is remembered as an in-
tellectual young man who read vo-
raciously and always had a story to
share for any situation.

“You could be more pissed-off
than you’d ever been in your entire
life,” said one of his squad mates,

Lance Corporal Nick Kirven and Cpl. Ricky Schoener, team leaders with
3rd Battalion, 3rd Marines, Kilo Co., pose in a picture taken during their
deployment to Afghanistan. The two Marines lost their lives in combat May

8 in the Laghman Province of Afghanistan. (Photo courtesy of 3/3 Marines)

“and then Ricky would come out of
nowhere with some off-the-wall
comment or joke or he would bother
you about something else, just bug-
ging you until you forgot what you
were mad about in the first place.”

Schoener came to Kilo Co. in
August of 2004, just in time to be-
gin training for deployment to Af-
ghanistan. After spending the first
part of his enlistment in Marine
Corps Security Forces as a sentry
at Kings Bay Naval Submarine
Base, Ga., his company says he
made the transition to his new “grunt”
unitseamlessly.

“He didn’t have problems
transitioning his style of leadership
to work in Kilo,” said Horvath.
“Without trying to force a round peg
in a square hole, he integrated his
prior skills into what we did,” he
continued, referring to the valuable
knowledge of close-quarters battle
Schoener possessed.

Other Marines mentioned his
prowess as a pitcher in their flight
line games of pick-up baseball and
his glowing talk of family from his
small hometown in Louisiana.

“He adored his sister and his
mom,” said one Marine. “He was
always talking about them and how
he couldn’t wait to get home to see
them.”

The hours that changed the
lives of everyone surrounding these
two young men were a final testa-
ment to the strength of their charac-
ter and spirit.

When Schoener and Kirven
led the way toward the lifeless body
of an insurgent and were fired on
from a nearby cave with automatic
weapons, wounding both, their
squad said they never wavered. As
their fellow Marines opened fire on
the cave, both men continued fight-
ing the fortified enemy until the blast
from two enemy grenades took their
lives.

The rest of the platoon contin-
ued the assault, clearing the cave of
enemy fighters and trying to resus-
citate the fallen Marines.

With helicopters unable to
reach their position, the Marines and
Corpsmen of 2nd platoon were
forced to make an arduous journey
through the mountains back to their
patrol base, humping for miles while
low on ammunition, out of water and
under continuing fire from the enemy.
They carried Schoener and Kirven
the entire way.

“They would not let go of their
brothers,” said Sgt. Rob Campbell,
2nd squad leader talking about his

See MARINES Page 8
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Runners had one last blast before
many of them head home, running the
5k or 10k route along the perimeter of
FOB Salerno.

Runners who completed the race
were given a T-shirt with the dates of
rocket attacks from the last year listed
on the back.

“This last event of TF Thunder
needs to continue on. Soldiers at a
forward operating base need events
like this to provide a way to forget
about the war for just a little while, to
just have fun,” said Col. Gary Cheek,
commander Task Force Thunder.
(Photo by Capt. Dwayne Wirfel, TF
Thunder Public Affairs)

Rocket Run

Story and photo by
Sgt. Douglas DeMaio
20th Public Affairs
Detachment

FORWARD OPERATING
BASE BERMEL- A new
Forward Operating Base
being built in the Paktika
Province is giving the Coali-
tion and the government of
Afghanistan a footprintin the
Bermel district and bringing
the battle to the front door
of insurgents.

Since April 27, pla-
toons from A Company, 1st
Battalion, 508th Infantry
Regiment, have been build-
ing FOB Bermel and
progress is rapidly being
made.

“It seems like we are
doing something worthwhile
here,” said Sgt. William
Underhill, 3rd Platoon.

The FOB is bringing
security to the remote dis-
trict of Bermel. Afghan Na-
tional Army and Police,

along with the 1/508th, are
using the base as a staging
ground for operations
throughout the remote dis-
trict to bring security and sta-
bility to the previously un-
governable region.

“We’re looking to fight
a successful counter insur-
gency by going on the offen-
sive and establishing a secure
presence in the area so the
government of Afghanistan
can begin to function in the
district,” said company com-
mander Capt. Joseph
Geraci.

Geraci said the govern-
ment of Afghanistan had pre-
viously tried to govern the
region, but the police in
Bermel had been murdered
by insurgents along the
boarder region of Pakistan.

“What we’ve done
here is put a big shock on to
the enemy’s position here,”
Geraci said of setting up the
FOB.

The FOB’s perimeter

Pfc. To Arney, A Company, 1st Battalion, 508th Infantry Regiment, assists local nationals

building barriers around Forward Operating Base Bermel, which the unit is constructing.

is already complete and per-
manent structures are al-
ready being built to house
the security forces patrolling
the area.

Primarily the Afghan
Army and police will patrol
the district, allowing the Red
Devils of the 1/508th to pro-
vide training and logistical
support for the host nation
forces.

“Mostly we are still in
the process of teaching them

how to patrol this area on their
own,” said Pfc. Todd Arney,
one of Underhill’s Soldiers.
Even though host na-
tion forces will be patrolling
the district, the Red Devils
will be in the area, so the ani-
mosity surrounding foreign-
ers not normally welcomed
to the tribal area will need
some work, Arney said.
When the 1/508th arrived to
the area, villagers where re-
served at first, but many of

the villagers have warmed up
to the security and service
the infantrymen are provid-
ing to the community.

“The people know
why we are here,” Arney
said. “For the people that
don’t want us here, we
haven’t yet had a chance to
change their mind. If we do
getto stay here permanently,
people are going to change
their minds. A lot of people
already have.”

Marines gone but not forgotten

MARINES from Page 7

squad. “We could only walk
maybe a few hundred feet or so be-
fore we had to switch guys up, but
we would never leave them behind.
They’d have done the same for us.”

“These Marines are a family.
Those two were the kind of men
whose Marines refused to put them
down even though they looked like
they couldn’t possibly take another
step,” said Horvath, finishing, “That
says a lot aboutaman.”

The operation during which
Schoener and Kirner gave their lives
effectively broke the back of a sig-

nificant insurgent cell op-
erating in northern
Laghman province. That
cell had long targeted Coa-
lition and Afghan govern-
ment forces in the region.
Afghan authorities con-
firmed 15 insurgents killed
and an additional six
wounded and captured.
Three of those killed were
cell leaders and it is sus-
pected that more died in
the action.

A few nights later, a Marine
aimed a projector at the side of a
tent and showed pictures and mov-
ies of Nick and Ricky to a group

Marines and Sailors from Company K, 3rd
Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment salute during
a memorial service May 13 at Forward

huddled around the glowing, make-
shiftscreen.

For another night with Kilo
Company, the memory of two Ma-

rines who were always “larger than
life” made Marines laugh and smile,
and the memory and celebration
of their lives sustained their Marines
again. It’s reflected indelibly across
every face that no Marine or Sailor
who served their country alongside
them will ever be the same.

Lance Cpl. Nick Kirven of
Fairfax, Va. was 21 yearsold. He is
survived by his mother Beth, sister
Mary-Pride, brothers Joe Purcell
and Joseph Belle, father Leo Kirven
and stepfather Mike Belle.

Corporal Ricky Schoener of
Hayes, La., was 22 and is survived
by an extended family including his
mother, Bonnie Breaux.
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KAF clinic treats Afghan gir

Story by Sgt. 1%t Class
Todd Oliver
CJTF-76 Public Affairs

BAGRAMAIRFIELD- A
three-year-old Afghan girl
was treated for 2nd degree
burnsto her leftarm fromthe
wrist to the elbow after be-
ing evacuated to Kandahar
Airfield’s U.S. medical facil-
ity Monday.

Thegirl’scondition was
brought to the attention of
Coalition forces after her
mother brought her to a for-
ward operating base north of
Shinkay hoping for medial as-
sistance. Medical personnel
there, fearing the girl’sarmwas
in danger of amputation,
transported her to Kandahar
for more intensive treatment.

While Afghan medical
facilities have improved
since the fall of the Taliban,
burn treatment is still a criti-
calarea U.S. forcesare able
to assist with.

“She’sdoing fine,” said
Dr. (Maj.) Michael Woll,
General Surgeon at the

Kandahar medical treatment
facility there who, along with
Dr. (Lt. Col.) Ronald Place,
treated the girl. “In fact, right
now, she’s playing catch with
akid in the next bed that has
abroken leg.”

Although the medics at
the FOB originally thought
her arm was in danger, The
Kandahar medical team
were happy to discover the
burns were not as bad as
originally thought.

“She had minor, 2nd
degree burns that most
likely won’t require a skin
graft of any sort. We’re
going to hold her here for a
week or so to observe her
recovery and make sure
she’s okay, but after that she
will probably be sent home,”
Woll said.

The girl’s injury oc-
curred when scalding milk
spilled on her, Woll ex-
plained. He and Place took
her into the operating room
to remove the dead tissue
from the burned area then
applied an antibiotic to fa-

—-Road c¢

Coalition engineers are in the process of constructing a road to connect Kandahar and Tarin Kowt. (Photo courtesy of TF Sword)

Athree-year-old Afghan girl rests after being treated by doctors at Kandahar’s U.S. medical
facility. The girl's mother brought her to a Coalition fire base after scalding milk spilled on
her arm. Doctors expect her to be released within a week. (Photo by Sgt. 1st Class
Stephen M. Lum, TF Bayonet Public Affairs)

cilitate the healing process.
“We probably treat
four to five Afghan children
aweek,” he said. “Although
burns are acommon injury
we also see too many kids

that are hurt by land mines,
unexploded ordnance and
improvised explosive de-
vices. They’re kids, and like
any other kids they some-
times play with or around

things that they shouldn’t.”

Through the help of
Coalition forces those mis-
takes don’talways have such
long lasting, devastating con-
sequences.

[ 13

onstructlon drives on
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Story by Sgt. 1t Class
Todd Oliver
CJTF-76 Public Affairs

BAGRAM AIRFIELD - Creating
the first road to directly connect the
remote city of Tarin Kowt with the
southern city of Kandahar isamonu-
mental task no matter how you look
atit.

No one knows that better
though then the Soldiers of Task
Force Sword, the Engineers of the
Combined Joint Task Force-76.

“Everything has to be trucked or
flown in,” said Sgt. Maj. Scott
Walden, Task Sword’s Operations
Sergeant Major. “The areas through
which this road is being constructed

are so remote that many of the items
our soldier’s need have to be flown
in”

The Soldiers are responsible for
the road’s *bottom half’ in laymen’s
terms. They make sure the area
where the asphalt will eventually
be laid is level, that water on it
drains and that there are culverts
to handle run off rain water or
melted snow.

“The number of Soldiers we have
working on the project changes as
we speak,” he said. “Right now it’s
probably about half a battalion of en-
gineers. They’re mostly horizontal
construction experts and they ensure
theroad s level, they install the road’s
subbase and they ensure it has

proper drainage and that there are
culvertsalong side of it.”

Walden went on to explain the
United States Agency for Interna-
tional Development will add an as-
phalt-like substance after his unit
completes their work.

In addition to the normal duties
of road construction the units “in the
middle of nowhere,’ forcing them to
also provide all their own life-sup-
port.

“Because of their remote loca-
tion they have to do all the things
most other units take for granted.
They have to provide their own
security, maintain their own equip-
ment and even feed themselves.
When something breaks we have

to truck it up from Kandahar or
flyitin.”

Originally projected to be com-
plete around February 2006, the
decision was made to finish the
project before the September elec-
tions.

“l just saw a briefing yesterday
that said we’re at 52% complete.
Pretty soon we’ll have almost an
entire battalion working on it. It’s
going to be a great thing for Afghani-
stan. Itwill be the only lifeline be-
tween the Uruzgan and Kandahar
provinces. It’s going to be a nice
road, more than 9 meters wide with
two lanes and it will easily cut the
driving time in half between Uruzgan
and Kandahar.”
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Former Taliban

g

Rais Bahgrani, a former prominent Taliban leader, has renounced his
ties to insurgents and has decided to run for political office in Helmand

province.

Story and photo by
Staff Sgt. Jacob Caldwell
TF Bayonet Public Affairs

KANDAHAR CITY — A
prominent Taliban leader has re-
nounced his ties to the insurgents and
has decided to run for political of-
fice in Helmand province.

Rais Bahgrani, a long-time
member of the Taliban, decided af-
ter a series of meetings with local
and national officials, that he can
better help the people of Helmand
province by supporting the govern-
ment of Afghanistan and participat-
ing in parliamentary elections this fall.

“Ever since the presidential
election, I have spoken with and tried
to help the government of Afghani-
stan,” said Bahgrani.

“Since | heard that there were
Americans and Coalition forces
coming to Afghanistan, people that
had peaceful intentions for Afghani-
stan, | have had a dialogue with
other Taliban leaders and have tried
to get them to leave the government
to those people who want peace for
Afghanistan,” said Bahgrani.

After President Karzai came
to office, Bahgrani went to his home
in Helmand province and took a rest
for six months. During those six
months he had meetings with
Pashtun leaders, the governor of
Helmand province and Coalition
members. He supported the presi-
dential elections by working with dis-

trictand tribal leaders, encouraging
people to participate in the election
process. But Bahgrani had not yet
made his public declaration of rec-
onciliation to the new government of
Afghanistan.

Coalition members attempted
to persuade Bahgrani to turn him-
self in, but he was hesitant to do so
until the government’s reconciliation
program put out clear guidance on
how the process would work. But
now that his declaration has been
made public, Bahgrani has big plans
for himself and for the people of
Helmand province.

Bahgrani has seen the progress
made in Afghanistan by the new gov-
ernment and has decided to partici-
pate directly in the upcoming regional
elections by running for the parlia-
mentary seat in Helmand province.
He hasa list of issues that, if resolved,
will help the people in the province.

“There is a dam that needs to
be completed. Water needs to be
re-routed to different areas of the
province,” said Bahgrani. “Roads
are also a problem. We need more
good roads in the province. We
need schools. There is no education
system here.”

“We also need clinics in the
mountainous areas. It is very diffi-
cult for the people to come to the
city for treatment.”

Building new bridges and help-
ing farmers in the province are also
on Bahgrani’s agenda.

Ground crew reaches milestone
1,000 missions and counting

Story by
Sgt. 1st Class Stephen M. Lum
TF Bayonet Public Affairs

KANDAHAR AIR-
FIELD, — Before completing their
four-month tour, a 22-person team
of active duty and reserve Airmen
are reaching a mission milestone of
providing ground service for 1,000
airlift missions.

On May 12, the 451st Air Ex-
peditionary Group’s Air Transpor-
tation Operation Center did what
they’ve done everyday since late
January, moving personnel, cargo,
vehicles and other assets into the
landlocked dusty desert of
Kandahar.

Forming the core of the ATOC
team are the 14 Air Reservists from
the 42nd Aerial Port Squadron,
Westover Air Force Base, Mass.
They teamed with eight active duty
Airmen from Barksdale AFB, La.,
Nellis AFB, Nev., and Grand Forks,
N.D.

“ATOC is small self contained,

24-7 airport terminal operation,”
said Capt. Michael E. Collins, Lo-
gistic Readiness Flight commander.
“The ground service operation en-
compasses meeting all arriving and
departing aircraft, loading and un-
loading cargo, and transporting pas-
sengers and aircrew personnel to
and from the terminal.”

“Duetothe sensitive location, the
operation must be completed within
specific ground times to move aircraft
in, out and around Afghanistan,”
Collins said. “The hours are long and
the work is dusty; from the cold of
last winter to 100 degree sun, thiscrew
hasdoneitinall conditions.”

The passenger terminal, the
small bright yellow wooden hut, is
the first stop for all arriving; and the
last sight all departing passengers see
here. Working inside the cool con-
fines, at the check in desk, is Staff
Sgt. Melita Rosebloom, from Grand
Forks, N.D., who said she and her
husband weren’t excited about de-
ploying and leaving their newborn at
home.

She said that it has all been
put in perspective for her, and be-
ing here has helped her to realize
how good we have it at home and
the freedoms we take for granted.
She and her husband will be re-
turning home shortly, after missing
their baby’s first birthday a few
weeks ago.

The ATOC operations affectall
who serve here in Afghanistan, includ-
ing military fromall services, Coalition
countries, dignitaries, civilians and
media personnel. Their services af-
fect even Afghan locals, since cargo,
vehicles, food and mail also pass
through the gates of ATOC.

“I’ve gained respect for why
we’re here and what we’re doing,”
said Master Sgt. Louis Curto, the
team superintendent. “When we
talk to the Afghan DHL delivery ser-
vice workers, they said life is defi-
nitely better since we’ve come.”

“Our biggest operation was
when the *Sky Soldiers’ of the
Vincenza, Italy-based 173rd Air-
borne Brigade swapped out assign-

ments with the Hawaii’s 25th In-
fantry Division (Light) Soldiers,”
adds Curto, an AFLAC insur-
ance representative from
Wibranham, Mass. “In four
weeks, we moved out more than
three dozen helicopters, 1,600
tons of cargo and 6,400 passen-
gers.

“By the end of tour we’ll
have processed 40,000 passen-
gers, 12,000 tons of cargo and
1,100 missions,” said Curto, who
justturned 54.

In a few weeks all will re-
turn home, some to their active
duty home station and the rest to
their civilian lives, including the
youngest member 22-year-old
Senior Airman Nick Park, a col-
lege student also from
Wilbraham. He’ll be bringing
home a four-month accumulation
of “stuff,” but mostly it will be the
experiences of this deployment
he’ll carry with him—intangible
things wouldn’t have received in
just four years of college.
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Graduation broadcasts available for
deployed parents

Question: What do Department of Defense Dependents Schools—
Europe (DoDDS-E) high school principals do when there are military and
civilian parents who cannot attend graduation because they are deployed
in the service of our nation?

Answer: Principals beam graduation to the deployed parent, on land,
at sea, and around the globe wherever America has asked them to serve,
using the magic of technology and some major help from the US Army,

Europe. S ;

Due to continuing deployments in support of Operation Iraqi Free- A _I ISt ng of ce remo_n €S, dates, and
dom and Operation Enduring Freedom, many service members and civil- times for g raduation broadcasts
ians will miss high school graduation ceremonies for their children this coming
year. For the third straight year, a number of the DoDDS-E graduating Date High School Start/End Times
seniors will receive their diplomas while a parent or other family member is T
deployed. June 9 Hanau 1900-2000 CET

Of the 1853 DoDDS-E graduating seniors, approximately 75havea | June9 Heidelberg 1830-2000 CET
parent who will be unable to attend due to deployment June 9 Wuerzburg 1900-2100 CET

The remote broadcast graduation initiative allows principals to con- :]]322 20 i::ﬁ‘s;] " gggjégg SVEETT
nect deployed personnel with graduating seniors for thisonce inalifetime | j,he 10 ATl 1900-2005 CET
event June 10 Bamberg 1800-1915 CET

This year’s broadcasts will be accomplished using web-based tech- June 10 Baumholder 1900-2015 CET
nologies and video streaming. Anumber of USAREUR agenciesand units | June10 Incirlik 1 1800-1930 EET
are assisting with the project. Other agencies and commands will provide :]]322 18 E:Eéiﬁlezl#\em 1388:3(1)38 SVEETT
support and assistance. Twelve of the affected schoolsare in Germany | e 10 e 1900-2100 CET
and the others are in Spain, Italy, and the United Kingdom. June 10 Rota 1900-2000 CET

Following the broadcast, deployed parents and their seniors will have June 10 Naples 1700-1900 CET
the opportunity to talk directly on a two-way video teleconference, using | Junell Aviano 1300-1500 CET
MRW or other assets available to service members down range. June 11 VB 1600-1730CET

June 12 Mannheim 1500-1630 CET

Interviews with local principals and affected seniors canbe arranged | j,ne 12 Patch 1500-1700 CET
through the principal and the local military public affairs offices in each June 12 Wiesbaden 1600-1800 CET
community. June 13 Vicenza 2000-2115CET

Those with questions can call Staff Sgt. David Parra at 231-3017

Submit your unit’s story to Insurance for severly
The Patriot Injured service members

Tell the whole CJOA what your unit is doing.

The Patriot is always on the lookout for amateur journalists and
photographers who have a story to tell.

Send your storiesto  schultea@cjtf76.centcom.mil.

Stand alone photos are also welcome.

Remember when submiting stories and photos to remember the 5
W’s of journalism: who, what, where, when and why.

Also include full names, rank and units of troops involved and of

The United States Senate passed legislation creating Traumatic
Injury Insurance that will issue active duty service members a payment
ranging from $25,000 to $100,000, should they incur a life altering injury
while serving their nation.

This legislation, known as the Wounded Warrior Bill, was intro-
duced as an amendment to the Emergency Supplemental Funding Bill.
The Traumatic Injury Insurance will make an immediate payment to the
service member within days of sustaining an injury to support him/her

the author. and family during hospitalization
Stories will be edited for content and to meet journalistic stan- y Uring NOsp - .
dards. The legislation passed will make the measure retroactive to the start

of Operation Enduring Freedom, which began in Afghanistan on Octo-

H ave an effeCt on CO I_ A ber 7,2001. The House of Representatives must still approve this

legislation.

Federal employees who
serve wont lose pay when
activated

The Senate has agreed to make sure that federal employees serving
in the National Guard and Reserve don’t lose pay when they are activated.
The measure was added to an $80.6 billion emergency spending bill to
fund the wars in Irag and Afghanistan and other costs.

F ree Stuﬁ._ | The Patriot will feature a web site per issue attemThe amer_ld_mept was a}pproved in a voice vote after a Republlcar]
E it Gl e S L e SEEe T e ptto derail it failed, 61-39. Its prospects of becoming law are uncer
tain, however. The Senate bill will have to be reconciled with a $81.4
Free computers for spouses or parents of deployed service billion version of the bill the House approved last month.
AE 2E0S S URTIE =2 About 120,000 U.S. government employees serve in the Guard or
Reserve and, when activated, they lose an average of $368 a month, the
difference between their civilian and military pay. He said pay issues are a
main reason members of the Guard and Reserve don’t re-enlist.

Soldiers! The Living Pattern Survey is currently
being conducted in Vicenza. The survey is opentoall
military members with dependents, or their spouses. If
that’s you, your participation is desired and crucial. If
you want to have a positive impact on your COLA
rate, take the survey at https://www.perdiem.osd.mil/
oscola/lps/germany/ between now and June 17th.

Log in with any 6-digit number, and be sure to
enter ITO73 as the locality code for Vicenza.

http://www.operationhomelink.org/
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Combat Stress Referrals
vs Mental Health

13

Evaluations
What’s the Difference?

We have received sev-
eral calls from leaders
throughout the theater want-
ing to know the difference
between a mental health
evaluation and a combat
stress referral.

A Combat Stress Re-
ferral (CSR) is an informal
“screening” to see if service
members are staying fo-
cused on the mission. Iten-
ables commanders in a
combat environment to
identify and deal with po-
tential problems before
they occur. The intent of a
CSR is to provide “treat-
ment” by helping Service
Members cope with daily
combat stressors (in the
right manner and under
medical supervisor), con-
tinue the mission, and func-
tion well. A CSR can be
voluntary or command-re-
ferred (e.g. by Com-
mander or 1SG). When
referred by the command,
the person making the re-
ferral should communicate
to the service member that
the intent is to get him/her
treatment, not to get an
evaluation to determine fit-
ness for service.

A Mental Health

© <

Evaluation (MHE) is gov-
erned by DoD Directive
6490.1 and DoD Instruction
6490.4. Unlike a combat
stress referral, an MHE isa
clinical assessment to deter-
mine a service member’s
mental health status and/or
fitness and suitability for con-
tinued service. An MHE
must be conducted by a
mental healthcare provider
(e.g. a psychiatrist, a doc-
toral-level clinical psycholo-
gist, or adoctoral-level clini-
cal social worker) with nec-
essary and appropriate pro-
fessional credentials.

Do Combat Stress
Referrals require a formal
notification process as per
DoD Directive 6490.1 and
DoD Instruction 6490.4?
The answer is “no,” pro-
vided the intent is to help
the service member de-
compress and, subse-
quently, continue the mis-
sion. However, when the
commander makes a clear
and reasoned judgment
that the service member
warrants an evaluation to
determine suitability for
continued service, he/she
must comply with the pro-
visions of DoD Instruction

6490.4.

For additional guid-
ance and/or a copy of our
“Mental Health Evaluation
Cheat Sheet”, please con-
tact MSG Antonaccio at
DSN 231-4028.

LEADER TOOLS

The CJTF-76 Office of
the Inspector General (OIG)
offersavariety of toolsto help
you, the leader, maximize ef-
fectiveness. For starters,
please visit our website at:
WWW.CjtF76.centcom.smil.mil

For a NIPRNET ver-
sion of this site, OIG offers
the 1G Automated Toolbox
(IGAT). The IGAT isacom-
pact electronic reference
tool, containing references
to many Army regulations,
tactics, techniques and pro-
cedures. If youwould likea
copy of this CD, contact
Master Sgt Antonaccio at
DSN 231-4028 or email at
thomasa@cijtf76.centcom.mil.

Finally, The Freedom
Watch publishes a monthly
IG Corner—an article de-
voted solely to frequently
asked questions (FAQ).

1IG MISSION

Advise the Commanding General, CJTF-76,
on the state of the economy, efficiency, discipline,
morale, and readiness of assigned and attached
units and activities in theater.

Bagram 1G Office

Lt. Col. Brian Williams
Master Sgt. Tom Antonaccio
Spc. Talaya Williams
318-231-4028

Kandahar IG Office
Lt. Col. Jayne Jansen

Sgt. 1st Class Earl Collins
318-841-1702/1703

Afghanistan

IG Top 3

Complaint Categories
(April 2005)

Personnel Management

Casualty Management, Enlisted Promotions,
NCOER Due Process, Leaves & Passes

Command Management

Command Climate, Mental Health Referrals,
Counseling, Reprisals, Cdr’s Discretion, Relief for Cause

Personal Conduct
Maltreatment of Service Members, G.O. #1 Viola-
tions, Religious Discrimination.




